TYPES OF INJUNCTIONS

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Any incidents of violence committed by one’s family or
household member to another who is or was residing in
the same single dwelling unit

REPEAT VIOLENCE

Two or more incidents of violence or stalking
committed by the other person, one of which must
have been within six months of the filing of the petition,
which are directed against you or your immediate
family member

DATING VIOLENCE

Violence between individuals who have or have had a
continuing and significant relationship of a romantic or
intimate nature. Dating violence does not include
violence in casual acquaintanceship or violence
between individuals who only have engaged in ordinary
fraternization in a business or social context.

SEXUAL VIOLENCE

Any incident of sexual battery, a lewd or lascivious act
committed upon or in the presence of a person
younger than 16 years of age, luring or enticing a child,
sexual performance by a child, any other forcible felony
wherein a sexual act is committed or attempted. To file
under this type of injunction the sexual violence must
have been reported to law enforcement.

STALKING

The repeated following, harassment or cyberstalking by
another person. Cyberstalking is the engagement of
any course of conduct to communicate, or to cause to
be communicated, words, images, or language by or
through the use of electronic mail or electronic
communication directed at a specific person, causing
substantial emotional distress to that person and
serving no legitimate purpose.

VULNERABLE ADULT

A person over the age of 18 whose ability to perform
the normal activities of daily living or to provide for his/
her own care or protection is impaired due to disability
(mental, emotional, sensory, long-term physical or
developmental), brain damage, or infirmities of aging.

SELF-HELP CENTER

The Clerk’s Self-Help Center provides the public
with legal resources, including forms, internet
access, and free legal consultations with Lee
County Legal Aid. Self-represented litigants are
able to get answers for a variety of civil and family
legal matters. Learn more at leeclerk.org/selfhelp.

SERVICES OFFERED:
e TurboCourt Assistance
e  Search and Access Court Cases Online
* Legal Aid Appointments
e  Court Form Preparation
¢ Copies & printing
e Internet Access

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Clerk of the Circuit Court & Comptroller
2075 MLK Blvd, Fort Myers, FL, 33901
www.leeclerk.org « (239) 533-5000

TurboCourt
www.turbocourt.com

The Florida Bar
www.floridabar.org « (602) 452-3519

Lee County Legal Aid Society

2400 1st St, Ste. 214, Fort Myers, FL, 33901
www.leecountylegalaid.org « (239) 334-6118
LCLA67@leecountylegalaid.org

Florida Rural Legal Services
3210 Cleveland Ave., Fort Myers, FL 33902
www.frls.org « (239) 334-4554

Abuse Counseling and Treatment
P.O. Box 60401, Fort Myers, FL, 33906
www.actabuse.com e« (239) 939-3112

Family Resource Center of Southwest Florida
6120 Winkler Rd, Ste. J, Fort Myers, FL 33919
www.leecountyparenttime.org « (239) 233-5676
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INJUNCTION FOR
PROTECTION

An Injunction for Protection is a court-ordered document
that legally places restrictions on an alleged abuser’s
means of physically and/or virtually contacting the abused
victim. The filing of an injunction for protection is a
confidential process. The case is not a public record until
law enforcement has effectively served the alleged abuser.

INFORMATION &
FORMS NEEDED

PETITIONER
* State Issued Photo ID
e Specific dates of abuse or threats of abuse
e Specific locations where abuse or threats occurred
* Previous or pending attempts to obtain an Injunction for
Protection
RESPONDENT
e Full legal name
e Date of Birth
e Physical description: height, weight, scars, tattoos, etc.

* Current telephone number and address

e Employer's Information: name, address and phone number

¢ Vehicle Information: make, model, year, color, tag number

FORMS NEEDED
e Family Coversheet
e Petition for Injunction
* Petitioner’s Waiver or Non-Waiver of Return Hearing
® Party Information Sheet
¢ Add Designation of Current Mailing Address
e If biological children are involved:
o Minor Petitioner
o Family Law Financial Affidavit
o Notice of Social Security Number

o Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and
Enforcement Affidavit

STEPS IN THE PROCESS

@ Complete and file all required forms on TurboCourt or
by going to the Civil Customer Service Counter on the
1st floor of the Justice Center.

The Petition for Injunction is then immediately sent to
your assigned judge.

To find out the decision made on your petition, call the
Domestic Violence Unit at (239) 533-2884 after 24 hours
of filing.
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Injunction for Protection granted and a hearing is set:

®

* The Sheriff serves the respondent with a copy of the
Petition for Injunction, a Temporary Injunction, and a
Notice of Hearing.

* A copy of the Temporary Injunction and a Notice of
Hearing is mailed to you if not picked up by 2 p.m.
in the Domestic Violence Unit.

* Both parties must attend the hearing and testify
under oath regarding the exact circumstances of the
alleged incidents.

e The assigned judge will then determine if a
permanent Injunction Order will be granted.

¢ If granted, you will be provided with a copy of the
appropriate Order promptly after the hearing that
should be kept on you at all times.

(4b) Injunction for Protection denied with a
scheduled hearing:
e Sheriff serves respondent with a copy of the
petition, the Order setting a hearing without the
Issuance of a Temporary Injunction, and a Notice of
Hearing.
® The order setting a hearing without the Issuance of

a Temporary Injunction and a Notice of Hearing is
mailed to you.

* Both parties must attend the hearing and testify
under oath regarding the exact circumstances of the
alleged incidents.

 The assigned judge will then determine if a
permanent Injunction Order will be granted.

e If granted, you will be provided with a copy of the
appropriate order promptly after the hearing that
should be kept on you at all times.

Injunction for Protection denied and dismissed:
¢ An Order Denying Petition is issued when the
judge initially denies your request for an injunction.
The respondent will not receive this order. An
Order Dismissing Injunction is issued at the court
hearing when the judge decides on the case.

@ The Clerk on the 1st floor of the Justice Center will
provide the appropriate forms should there be a need
for modification, extension, or any other supplemental
filings. Forms are also available at the Self-Help Center.

WHERE TO FILE

E-File: myflcourtaccess.com

Turbo Court: turbocourt.com
(form preparation and e-file)

AT THE CLERK’S OFFICE

2075 MLK Blvd, 1st Floor
Fort Myers, FL 33901

FEES

There are no fees associated with filing an injunction
for protection. There is only a service fee if serving a
respondent not in Lee County. Please contact the
Sheriff’s office in the respondent’s jurisdiction for
more information on the service fees and acceptable
forms of payment. The petitioner will also need to
complete an Out-of-County Service form.



